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Can we afford to elevate our
flood damaged home, or to
rebuild higher?

Protect your
investment!
Example of steel pile elevated foundation system
Alaskans who have experienced severe flood damage to their homes face a critical decision:
Should we try to repair and elevate the old structure? Sometimes the structure is too damaged or affected
by deterioration, mold or other conditions that make it a poor candidate for repair and elevation.
If the old home is completely gone or needs to be demolished should we build a new elevated home in the
same location? Advancing riverbank erosion or evidence of fast moving floodwaters and ice are signs that it
may be much safer to relocate and rebuild on higher ground or a more inland site.
While every solution requires a major investment, avoiding the cost and misery of future flood damage
is a huge benefit. Additionally, flood insurance is far more affordable if the home complies with current
elevation requirements. More insurance savings, along with even greater safety, are made possible by
exceeding the minimum National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) elevation standards.
Example: flood insurance for structure insured for $100,000 (see note on page 2)
—first floor 1 foot below Base Flood Elevation (BFE) ……insurance premium $ 1,569 / year
—first floor at BFE…………………………………………...insurance premium $ 673 / year
—first floor 2 feet above BFE ……………………………….insurance premium $ 269 / year
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How will your elevated house be supported?

The open framework of elevated foundations
systems commonly used in Alaska allow floodwater to pass freely beneath the building. In
many parts of Alaska, wood piling or posts with
diagonal braces are common. Adjustable steel
framework systems and steel piling foundations
are very strong and durable alternatives.

Adjustable steel
support system

Not every case is the same.
Different flood zones require
different kinds of construction.
How you rebuild will depend in
part on your zone and local
building requirements. Flood
risk changes over time. If you
are near a high-risk zone, you
might want to rebuild in a way
that would comply with that
zone in case maps change in the
future.
Additional resources:
To ask questions and get
information about flood
insurance: National Flood
Insurance Program Help Center
1-800-427-4661
To see if your community is
eligible for Hazard Mitigation
Grants:
http://www.ready.alaska.gov/
To learn how to build safer and
stronger and potentially decrease
your flood insurance premiums:
www.fema.gov/building-science
To find your current effective
Flood Insurance Rate Map:
msc.fema.gov
To learn more about the National
Flood Insurance Program or find
an insurance agent:
FloodSmart.gov or
1-888-229-0437
For information about local
building code and permit
requirements, contact your
local community officials.

In some areas, building on a gravel mound can
help prevent both flooding of a home and
foundation settlement problems. This requires a
source of gravel and hauling equipment, and is
not recommended at sites that are subject to
erosion by fast-moving water. Areas with certain
permafrost conditions may also require more
evaluation by a soil engineer.
Build Stronger, Safer, Smarter

*note - The flood insurance
comparisons on page 1 are based
on: 1-story elevated (crawlspace)
single family home; Post-FIRM
date of construction; Flood Zone
A; $100,000 building coverage
(contents coverage is sold
separately); $1,000 deductible;
1 foot below BFE, at BFE, and
2 feet above BFE; Premiums are
based on rates published in the
January 2013 NFIP Manual.
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