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Hazard mitigation
investments pay
dividends!

Fuel tanks well above flood level

Protecting Public Investments
in Rural Alaska
Communities throughout Alaska have taken steps to
protect their public facilities from floods and other natural
hazards. In remote areas the consequences and costs of
damage can be particularly high, due to challenges
associated with long winters, limited transportation and
scarce resources. In these areas it is especially important to
safeguard schools, community centers, water and sewer
systems, power generation stations and other critical
investments. Here are examples of hazard mitigation
measures that have been practical and effective:

Elevation protects power generator

Washateria (community laundry)
is high and dry

Remote Alaskan communities can become much more resilient when homes, businesses and critical
infrastructure are able to survive extreme forces with little or no damage. A national study sponsored
by the Congressional Budget Office found that past federally funded natural hazard mitigation projects
have saved, on average, approximately $4 for each dollar invested. In areas that are subject to frequent
flooding the savings can be much higher and life can return to normal more quickly.
For more examples please turn to page 2……
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Mitigation measures

Protecting Your World from Natural Disasters

Public building on adjustable steel foundation

Helical pipe support and
anchor system
(schematic drawing)

Information and Resources:
Alaska Division of Homeland Security and
Emergency Management
http://www.ready.alaska.gov/
Water and sewer arctic pipes secured
with earth anchors

Alaska Department of Commerce, Community
and Economic Development, Division of
Community and Regional Affairs
http://commerce.state.ak.us/dnn/dcra/Home.aspx
FEMA Building Science Publications
www.fema.gov/building-science
(Visit the Publications section, then Flood / Wind
link, and download FEMA publication
# 102 Floodproofing Non-Residential Structures;
# 348 Protecting Building Utilities From Flood
Damage; and many more)

Sewage pump station elevated on mound
Build Stronger, Safer, Smarter

Alaska Building Science Network resources
http://akbuildingsciencenetwork.org/resources/
resource-links/
(Many useful links to organizations that
understand Alaska challenges)
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