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This Is not and cannot be legal advice.

This Is a statement of general principles of policy.




irst Some Words From Our Spons

What is NHMA?

NHMA WAS CREATED IN2008

TO BRING TOGETHER THE VARIOUS
INDIVIDUALS AND ORGANIZATIONS
WORKING IN THE FIELD OF
HAZARD MITIGATION.
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NHMA Membership Includes

People wanting to make a difference and work
towards reducing losses from disasters

Engineers, planners, floodplain mangers,
government officials, community activists,
academics, practitioners, students, etc.

People involved in building resilient organizations

and communities
NHMA
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Hazard Mitigation: Plain Common Sense

"Disaster risk reduction is not a luxury. It's an essential
Insurance policy for a more disasteprone world, and
one of the smartest, most coseffective investments we
can make in our common future. The benefits of this
Investment will be calculated not only in dollars saved,
but most importantly, in saved lives."

Jan Egeland, Former U.N. Undésecretary General for
Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief
Coordinator



To Set the Stage For Our Discussion:
L ets discuss some basics of law

In the law-especially criminal law- attorneys often

seek to identify someone else to take the blame
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Does Nature Cause Disasters?

Dr. Gilbert White, the late, great, founder of the
Internationally recognized Natural Hazards
Center, stated the facts:
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| The E'nemyls Us

Should we blame Mother
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for our devastating flood
losses?

Or perhaps can the blame be put AN
on human engineering, R
architectural and construction ot 1

building improperly in areas

where natural processes like
tsunamis, tornadoes, floods, & om0 U
hurricanes, wildfires will e e et oy
foreseeable take place.



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Kellyposter1970.jpg
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Introduction: Can We All Agree?

Among of the most clear lessons of the horrific aftermath of
Hurricane Katrina, Hurricardaiki, Hurricane Omar, the recent
Tsunamis:

There Is no possibility of a sustainable economy without safe
housing and safe locations for business and industry to occupy

We need housing for employees to have businesses and indystr
to have an economy at all

Ly Lafl yR f 2 ORoriQp2rgtians dre\ebpsciallyl & |
critical for the economy and life itself
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Foundation in Hazard Mitigation?

The Spring 2007 Edition of The Urban Lawyer contains

an article which summarizes the views of 16 of the

Il AAAET ¢ CcO0O0OO0 1 £ OEA 03i AOC
A total of 135 separate principles

None refer to hazards specifically

A very few refer to protecting natural resources
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Natural Hazard Mitigation Association
But There Is Hope.

New and Exciting APA and ABA Awareness and
Initiatives

Improved FEMA Flood Mapping ProgramRisk MAP

The Formation of the National Hazard Mitigation
Collaborative Alliance

Formation of the Natural Hazard Mitigation
Association

USACE Silver Jackets Program
. Ol AOI OO / OCAT EUAOEI T O EI
disaster preparedness
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The American Planning Association Is Now
Turning Increased Attention To Hazards!

Paul Farmer, Executive Director of APA

June 20009:
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and how one builds....and it's time now for planners to

boldly take the lead in community and professional

debates on their interrelationships. They should point out

that good buildings simply should not be built in bad

locations ? something that those enamored of

environmental rating systems for individual structures
xI Ol A AT xAl 1l OI OAI Al AAOS8o
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Paul Farmer Also Writes:
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buildings on barrier islands or in wildfire -
canyons. Sometimes it's not so simple: P
confront very real moral, ethical, and pub

prone
anners

Ic policy

dilemmas in places like New Orleans, the
Sacramente San Joaquin River Delta, or known high
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New American Planning Association
Publication

IIIIIII
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prepared) a FEMAfunded best practice materials
showing how hazard-mitigation and adaptation plans

can be integrated into comprehensive planning efforts
atallscaless £O01 I OEA 1 AECEAT OEI 1

This Document Is Available from APA

Excellent in My Opinion
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New APA Publication Edited by Jim Schwal

edited by James Schwab, AICP


http://www.planning.org/apastore/search/Default.aspx?p=4068
http://www.planning.org/apastore/search/Default.aspx?p=4068
http://www.planning.org/apastore/search/Default.aspx?p=4068
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American Bar Association

Summary of ABA Resolution 107 E:
G¢CKS F2fft26Ay3T NBO2YYSYRIUGAZY
Table Blue Ribbon Commission on Megacatastrophes are highly
desirable loss mitigatioauggestions:

> State of the art building codes

> Costeffective retrofitting

> Land use policies that discourage construction posing high

risk to personal safety oproperty loss.

> Property tax credits to encourage retrofitting
These and related elements of loss mitigation are designed to
ultimately bring to market affordable insurance policies
with broadenedO2 GS NI 3 S & P¢
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American Bar Association Resolution 114

Adopted by the ABA House of Delegates;
February 2011

The American Bar Association has subscribed to the White
Paper on Hazard Mitigation prepared by the National

Emergency Management Association (NEMA) under contract to
FEMA

/

In Resolution 114 ABA voted to:

a)Support hazard mitigation through disaster planning;
b) Recognize the role of state and local government;
c) Give due regard to property rights

d) Legal issues
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Who Is Responsible for the Safety and Security of:

Your family?
Your home?
Your community?
Your business?
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We need to think broadly to solve our serious
problems including sea level rise and climate change

We must stop making things worse

We will have opportunities to change legislation over
the next few years

Right now we have a system which rewards
dangerous behavior

We need to adapt by removing perverse incentives,
reward good planning, safe building, and safe
reconstruction

2020



Trends in Damages Following =

Natural Events

Wind, Flood, Earthquake, Wildfire losses
are increasing quite dramatically

Demographic trends indicate great future
challenges

More challenges from sea level rise

Even more challenges likely from climate
change
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Trends In Flood Damages

$6 billion annually Average Annual Flood Damages

Fourfold increase 0 2 4 6 8 10 12
from early 1900s 1910s
1920s
Per capita damages 1930s
iIncreased by more 1940s
than a factor of 2.5 in 12283
2 S
Fhe previous century L6708
In real dollar terms 19805
1990s
And then there was 0008 5100

Katrina, Rita, Wilma

Billions (adjusted to 1999 dollars)
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B Windstorm
B Flood
Tamperature extrames (e.g9. heatwave, drought, wildfira)
Courtesy of Dr. Roger Pielke Jr Source: Munich Re
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PLO5 Normalized Losses per Year from Atlantic Tropical Cyclones
(11-year centered average)

w o Courtesy of Dr. Roger Pielke Jr
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Courtesy of:
Edward Thomas, Esq.




