
 
 

MEMBER UPDATE May 3, 2015  
 
GET CONNECTED! FOLLOW NHMA ON Facebook, YouTube, and LinkedIn 
Missed a webinar?  Watch it on your schedule! 
 
I.  Message From NHMA President Ed Thomas 
 
Major Court Decision with implications for Climate Adaptation, Hazard Mitigation 
and a Safer and More Just Future. 
 
On May 1, 2015, in Saint Bernard Parish Government v. United States, the U.S. 
Court of Claims found the United States government liable in an enormously 
important case concerning flood damage caused by Hurricane Katrina and 
subsequent hurricanes.  It appears that this case is enormously validates what 
some of us predicted following the 2013 Arkansas Game and Fish case. Further 
details on that case can be found in an article by Lynsey R. Johnson and Ed 
Thomas available on the ABA website at:  
http://www.americanbar.org/content/dam/aba/administrative/state_local_govern
ment/land_use.authcheckdam.pdf 
 
Further information on Arkansas Game and Fish can also be found in a webinar 
featuring Professor Lisa Sun Ed Thomas and Dr. John Wiener available at:  
http://player.vimeo.com/video/83390903  The lawsuit is essentially a successful 
end run around the very specific immunity provided to the United States with 
respect to the construction and management of flood control projects. 
The Plaintiffs sued based on the US Constitution Fifth Amendment protections 
against government taking property without compensation. While federal law 
provides for US Government immunity with respect to floods, the Constitution 
trumps any legislation.  The US Court of Claims essentially agreed with the 
Plaintiffs that the US Army Corps of Engineers construction, maintenance and 
operation of a portion of the enormous Mississippi Rivers and Tributaries project, 
in particular a portion of the project designed and built for navigation rather than 
flood control, called MR GO resulted in temporary takings by causing increased 
flooding of the plaintiffs’ properties during Hurricane Katrina other flood events. 
In 2007, I wrote an article for the Environmental Law Institute which posed a 
question in its title: Recovery Following Hurricane Katrina: Will Litigation and 
Uncertainty Today Make for an Improved Tomorrow? [National Wetlands 
Newsletter, vol. 29, no. 5.] The article is available on the Natural Hazard 
Mitigation Association website at: 
http://nhma.info/uploads/resources/ET_Katrina_Insurance_082907.pdf 
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 In that Article I expressed the hope that the Katrina Litigation would prod Society 
to do a better job of at providing a safer, more just and resilient future for our 
Nation:  “Organizations as disparate as ProtectingAmerica.org, the National 
Association of Realtors, The National Association of Insurance Commissioners, 
and many others agree that our nation needs legislation setting up some sort of 
national catastrophic insurance program to better prepare for the financial 
consequences of human occupancy in hazardous locations. Any such 
catastrophic insurance program must provide for proper building codes and land 
use planning to protect wetlands and floodplains so that the consequences of 
future floods and other hazards are not exacerbated due to poor planning, 
engineering, and land use.”  The article went on to urge: 
“As Katrina so clearly demonstrated, we must do a better job of providing for the 
rebuilding of shattered lives following a catastrophe. At the same time, our land 
use and building decisions must improve dramatically. Otherwise, the problems 
we currently face in hazard management will only get worse.” 
  
Today I renew all the thoughts in the National Wetlands Newsletter I wrote in 
2007.  This is an important case, which seriously undercuts the often repeated 
assertion that governments need not worry about being sued for actions which 
harm others because they are “immune”. 
 
II. Items of Particular Importance 
 
1.) Important Legislation Introduced Congressman Scott Peters (CA-52) 
introduced the bipartisan STRONG (Strengthening the Resiliency of Our Nation 
the Ground) Act in the 114th Congress with 17 original cosponsors.  The 
STRONG Act establishes a Federal interagency working group to ensure that the 
Federal Government is coordinating its efforts and using its resources more 
efficiently to support state, local, and private and public sector resiliency efforts. 
  
NHMA and many other organizations support this bill. 
 
2.) Ride the Fault – Bike Trip Across the New Madrid Fault 
http://recoverydiva.com/2015/05/02/ride-the-fault-bike-trip-across-the-new 
 
3.) Elected Officials Need Education re Disasters 
http://recoverydiva.com/2015/05/03/elected-officials 
 
 
 
 
III. Online Courses 
 
1.)  Mitigation Planning Information Exchange Webinars  
   
FEMA is partnering with the American Planning Association (APA) and the 
Association of State Floodplain Managers (ASFPM) to offer a free, eight-part 
quarterly webinar series to share challenges, best practices, and evolving 
methods and techniques in hazard mitigation planning. The purpose of the 
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webinar series is to encourage peer-to-peer learning and the exchange of 
information among a national and even international audience.  
   
The planning information exchange will focus on multi-hazard mitigation planning 
but also emphasize its connections with recovery planning and preparedness. 
APA and ASFPM will act as co-conveners of all webinars and will select topics 
and presenters.  
   
The first webinar, The Role of Hazard Mitigation in Post-Disaster Recovery, will 
occur May 6, 2015 from 4:00-5:00 p.m. (ET). Participants can earn one 
continuing education credit through APA and ASFPM. For more information and 
to register for upcoming webinars, visit the American Planning Association 
website at 
https://www.planning.org/nationalcenters/hazards/planninginformationexchange/  
 
 
IV. Major Articles & Editorials 
 
1.) Nepal:  Last week there was a really excellent and thoughtful article from the 
New York Times on the consequences of not considering planning zoning and 
enforcing building codes when building in areas of known risk: 
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/05/02/world/asia/nepals-helter-skelter-
urbanization-and-lax-enforcement-contribute-to-quakes-toll.html 
 2.) Nepal Terrorized by Aftershocks, Hampering Relief Efforts 
 http://www.nytimes.com/2015/04/27/world/asia/nepal-earthquake 
 
V. Jobs 
 
1.) Jobs in Nepal Details – Please see the listing of available jobs in Nepal. 
 http://nhma.info/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/NepalJobsdocx-copy.pdf 
 
 2.) Food Recovery Network is looking for an Executive Director to oversee our 
rapidly expanding organization, and take Food Recovery Network to the next 
level. As the first leader of FRN that is not the Founder, the Executive Director 
will be responsible for crafting and setting priorities for the organization going 
forward, while maintaining the growth trajectory that the Board and founding 
team has set.  Interested applicants should submit a cover letter, resume, and an 
additional sheet containing three references, salary history, and any 
compensation requirements to hiring@foodrecoverynetwork.org. 
 
3.) Green Chemistry Database Design Summer Job - EPA – Cincinnati, Ohio 
The EPA Environmental Research and Business Support program is hiring for a 
full-time summer position within the EPA in Cincinnati, Ohio! We’re looking for 
master’s students who are currently enrolled in green chemistry or sustainability 
programs. Tasks will include developing a green chemistry synthesis route 
database, including a module for sustainable chemistry considerations, and other 
administrative and communications-related tasks. Qualifications include: 
Currently pursuing a master’s degree in chemistry/sustainability, experience in 
chemical assessment of safer alternative chemicals, proficiency in Microsoft 
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Office applications, and strong writing, oral and communication skills.   
 The position is expected to start in May/June 2015 and end September 2015. 
Apply today!  For more information, and to access the application, visit our 
website: www.orau.org/epa. Questions? Email EPAJobs@orau.org To hear more 
about position openings like this, follow us on Twitter at @GovCareerPaths.    
 
4.) Organic Health Response, a growing, community-based organization in 
Kenya, is looking for an Executive Director. Their work supports the health and 
environmental resilience of a fishing community. All the details about the position 
and how to apply can be found on the OHR website. Please distribute widely! 
 
5.) Department of Recreation, Sport, and Tourism at the University of Illinois 
Urbana-Champaign has two years of funding for a doctoral student to work 10 
hr/wk as a teaching assistant and 10 hrs/wk as a research assistant. The 
assistantship would include a modest stipend and tuition waiver.   For more 
information, please contact me, Matt Browning, at bmatth17@vt.edu or 540-315-
7095 (call or text is fine). Interested students should do so immediately so that 
they can start the application process for August 2015 admissions. 
 
6.) Interested in the environment, working in a federal facility and living in a cool 
location? The EPA Environmental Research and Business Support Program is 
hiring! We currently have four open positions in a variety of environmental 
disciplines and academic levels:  
http://aess.info/content.aspx?page_id=22&club_id=939971&module_id=165353 
 
Note to our members: 
With your member support and involvement, we look forward to continuing the 
promotion of natural hazard risk reduction and climate adaptation through a 
Whole Community approach.  Please consider supporting this mission by 
maintaining your membership (which can be renewed here) or through a tax-
deductible donation (which can be done here).  If you prefer to donate via check, 
please download this form. 
 
Note about website changes: 
In an effort to better serve our membership, some changes have been made to 
our website.  Job post submissions can now be made online using the link at the 
top of the job post page.  Also, NHMA’s work is made possible by the dedication 
of volunteers.  Please visit our volunteer page and consider contributing your 
time to the cause of natural hazard risk reduction.  
 

Please remember to send any mitigation related announcements, articles, and 
resources to nathazma@gmail.com for inclusion in our updates. 
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