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Happy Spring and welcome to our quarterly bulletin! 

The bulletin provides updates on existing activities, as 

well as introduces new programs and events of the 

Community Planning and Capacity Building (CPCB) 

Recovery Support Function (RSF) and its partners.  If you 

are new to CPCB check out our page on fema.gov. 

 

CPCB partners are encouraged to submit articles that 

further the mission of helping local efforts to plan and 

manage disaster recovery and resilience. Please send 

your successes and events to: 

CPCB-RSF@fema.dhs.gov . 

 

-Matt Campbell, CPCB RSF National Coordinator 

 

 

 

 

Check out this Cool Tool! 
Listen and watch this webinar to learn about the Census 

Business Builder Regional Analyst Addition. This tool 

uses census data to generate demographic and 

consumer spending data shown at the state, county, 

city/town, zip code, and neighborhood level. This tool 

also uses economic data at the state, county, and 

city/town levels.  

 

Click here to watch the webinar and/or Click here to find the 

tool yourself.  

 

Don’t forget to download the 

FEMA APP!  
 

Be prepared and download the FEMA app for free on the App 

Store and Google Play. Learn what to do before, during, and 

after emergencies with safety tips & 

receive weather alerts from the 

National Weather Service for up to 

five different locations anywhere in 

the United States.  

Features in the app include: 

 Maps of disaster resources 

 Apply for assistance 

Events, Dates & 

Deadlines 

  

IEDC is offering a free 

webinar series running 

through September on a 

major subject in economic 

development.  

 

American Planning 

Association National 

Planning Conference 

5/6/17-5/9/17 

  

51st Annual Conference 

and Exhibition- National 

Association of Regional 

Councils 6/4/17-6/7/17  

 

E0209 State Recovery 

Planning Coordination 

6/19/17-6/22/17 

 

2017 AWRA Summer 

Specialty Conference on 

Climate Change Solutions: 

Collaborative Science, 

Policy and Planning for 

Sustainable Water 

Management 6/25/17-

6/28/17  

 

42nd Annual Natural 

Hazards Research and 

Applications Workshop 

7/9/17-7/12/17  

 

Delivering Outcomes with 

Communities 7/10/17- 

7/12/17 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.fema.gov/community-planning-and-capacity-building
mailto:CPCB-RSF@fema.dhs.gov
https://census.webex.com/census/ldr.php?RCID=42c61532b301ecaedb964d33ef63abfe
https://www.census.gov/data/data-tools/cbb.html
https://www.census.gov/data/data-tools/cbb.html
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/fema/id474807486?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/fema/id474807486?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=gov.fema.mobile.android&hl=en
https://events.iedconline.org/Core/Events/eventdetails.aspx?iKey=WEBDIS17&TemplateType=A
https://events.iedconline.org/Core/Events/eventdetails.aspx?iKey=WEBDIS17&TemplateType=A
https://www.planning.org/conference/
https://www.planning.org/conference/
https://www.planning.org/conference/
https://www.planning.org/conference/
http://narc.org/about-narc/conferences/annual-conference-and-exhibition/2017ac/
http://narc.org/about-narc/conferences/annual-conference-and-exhibition/2017ac/
http://narc.org/about-narc/conferences/annual-conference-and-exhibition/2017ac/
http://narc.org/about-narc/conferences/annual-conference-and-exhibition/2017ac/
http://www.awra.org/meetings/Tysons2017/registration.html
http://www.awra.org/meetings/Tysons2017/registration.html
http://www.awra.org/meetings/Tysons2017/registration.html
http://www.awra.org/meetings/Tysons2017/registration.html
http://www.awra.org/meetings/Tysons2017/registration.html
http://www.awra.org/meetings/Tysons2017/registration.html
http://www.awra.org/meetings/Tysons2017/registration.html
http://www.awra.org/meetings/Tysons2017/registration.html
https://hazards.colorado.edu/workshop/2017
https://hazards.colorado.edu/workshop/2017
https://hazards.colorado.edu/workshop/2017
https://hazards.colorado.edu/workshop/2017
https://ourpublicservice.org/issues/leadership-development/delivering-outcomes-with-communities.php
https://ourpublicservice.org/issues/leadership-development/delivering-outcomes-with-communities.php
https://ourpublicservice.org/issues/leadership-development/delivering-outcomes-with-communities.php
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UN Conference on Women and Resilience 
Gerilee Bennett, Director, Interagency Coordination Division, FEMA 
In the last edition, we highlighted the challenge of planning for and implementing an inclusive disaster 

recovery process. For this article, we want to draw your attention to ideas discussed across the ocean 

about women and resiliency at the United Nations (UN) Conference in Japan.  

 

On March 16, 2017 FEMA’s Gerilee Bennett served as a panelist at a side event for the 61st Session of the 

Commission on the Status of Women at the United Nations (UN). The side event, entitled “Women, Peace 

and Security -Promoting the Resilience of Women” was sponsored by the Government of Japan and UN 

Women as a follow-up to the World Assembly for Women 2016. The panel focused on enhancing 

resilience of women for disaster risk reduction and included speakers from Japan, Chile, and the UN.  

Gerilee took the opportunity to briefly describe the work of the Community Planning and Capacity 

Building Recovery Support Function as a part of the National Disaster Recovery Framework. Thanks to 

connections through regional CPCB staff, Gerilee interviewed two women leaders of NGOs and relayed 

stories of their disaster recovery and resilience work after Hurricane Sandy and the 2016 Louisiana Floods.   

 

The first story focused on the work of Ms. Jeanne Dupont. She is the founder and Executive Director of 

the Rockaway Waterfront Alliance. The Rockaway Peninsula hosts a group of neighborhoods that are 

part of the Borough of Queens, New York. When Ms. Dupont founded the Alliance she wasn’t thinking 

about disaster resilience. She was concerned about the neglected state of the Rockaway shoreline—the 

lack of connection that local residents had to their shore—it was not accessible to local residents, full of 

litter, and generally not cared for as a community resource. The Alliance crated opportunities for local 

youth to work together to improve the shore area and gain more understanding of their environment.  

After Sandy, the Alliance organized cleanup and other assistance efforts. They organized and managed 

outside volunteers as well as local ones. Graduates of the Alliance programs have parlayed their 

experience to help them with college admissions and scholarships; focusing on areas of interest in urban 

and environmental planning or engineering. 

 

The second example highlighted the work of Ms. Renee Chatelain, the CEO and President of the Arts 

Council of Greater Baton Rouge. The Council normally supports promotion of local arts and arts education 

in 11 parishes. After the flooding, the Council redirected its efforts to use arts to help displaced people in 

shelters and hotels, to provided psycho-social comfort and diversion for families. Her organization 

recognized the needs of many single mothers in the shelters who had to deal with paperwork and issues 

to manage their recovery and the value for kids to have activities with the schools closed. They adapted 

a literacy program for the shelter setting and hired teachers displaced by the floods using Creative Relief 

funds. They also raised funds to help artists affected by the flooding. 

 

The panel provided an opportunity to highlight not only examples of strong female leadership but also 

the local capacity strengths that are often already present in non-governmental organizations in 

communities that can be particularly important to leverage after disasters. 
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FEMA Releases the Pre-Disaster Recovery Planning Guide 

for Local Governments! 
On February 2017, FEMA announced the release of 

the Pre-Disaster Recovery Planning Guide for Local 

Governments. This guide is designed to prepare 

local governments for recovery efforts from future 

disasters. Guidance is provided for recovery 

activities that are comprehensive and long-term. 

This guide provides suggestions and tools for 

public engagement, the planning process, and 

identifying existing recovery resources outside 

partnerships that could help local governments 

build resilience.  

 

The Pre-Disaster Recovery Planning Guide was developed by the Community Planning and Capacity 

Building branch as a component of the National Disaster Recovery Framework (NDRF), and is the second 

in a series of three. The Pre-Disaster Recovery Planning Guide for State Governments was released at the 

end of 2016 (and featured in our last bulletin!) and a guide for tribes is currently being developed.  

 

You can download the Pre-Disaster Recovery Planning Guide for Local Governments at: 

https://www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/documents/129203 

 

CPCB Presents at Council of State Community 

Development Agencies 2017 Meeting & Recovery Training 
Andrew O’Neil, CPCB HQ, FEMA 

The Council of State Community Development Agencies (COSDA) recently requested that Community 

Planning Capacity Building (CPCB) present at their mid-year meeting in Washington, DC. COSDA has 

begun offering a disaster workshop series focused on post-disaster issues as part of their annual meeting 

schedule. The workshop is being held by state community development professionals, some who have 

had significant experience working with CPCB. It is exciting that State development professionals who 

worked with CPCB previously determined that enough value was added to their states that others should 

engage with us pre-disaster. CPCB Coordinator, Andrew O’Neil reports that this is a giant win for CPCB 

and our mission.  

 

COSDA has traditionally been an important partner with CPCB and the timing for this engagement could 

not have been better. The workshop series is titled 101, 201, and 301. Participants received 101 training 

last year in South Carolina and the topic was general National Disaster Recovery Framework (NDRF) 

outreach. This year COSDA requested a more specific discussion on operationalizing the NDRF in this 

recent 201 training, with examples of how states have leveraged NDRF in differently scaled incidents. 

Andrew highlighted both the scalability of the NDRF and CPCB support as well as the tools and guidance 

https://www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/documents/129203
https://www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/documents/129203
https://www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/documents/128572
https://www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/documents/129203
mailto:andrew.o'neil@fema.dhs.gov
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that has been developed to support states throughout the recovery continuum. The presentation and 

discussion was well received and Andrew witnessed some ‘lights turn on’. With federal funding directed 

at community development being in question moving forward, CPCB needs to renew our efforts to 

socialize pre-existing guidance and tools and ensure that state, tribes, territories and local governments 

are better prepared for disaster recovery and resilient regardless of typical federal expenditures.  

 

Links for presentations: http://www.coscda.org/17ProgramManagersMeeting.asp 

 

Featured Helpful Product: NIST’s Community Resilience 

Planning Guide  

Steve Cauffman, National Institute of Standards and Technology  

In October 2015, the National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) published the Community 

Resilience Planning Guide for Buildings and Infrastructure Systems (Guide). The Guide provides a flexible, 

six-step process to assist communities in resilience planning. It complements the National Preparedness 

System Guidance and Frameworks and assists communities in building resilience. The Guide can be used 

to develop a standalone resilience plan or used to integrate existing plans and incorporate resilience 

into these plans. NIST has also published a companion Community Resilience Economic Decision Guide 

for Buildings and Infrastructure Systems that provides a methodology to evaluate project options to 

enhance resilience, considering both losses avoided and the day-to-day economic benefits that will 

result from the project. 

 

The Guide focuses on the role that buildings and infrastructure play in supporting the economic and 

social function in a community. It helps communities identify dependencies, establish performance 

objectives for buildings and infrastructure systems, and determine gaps between anticipated 

performance under likely hazards and performance objectives. The Guide does not specify solutions, but 

allows the individual community to identify appropriate solutions that fit with their long-term plans and 

available resources, or to work with external stakeholders (e.g., utility service providers) to find mutually 

acceptable solutions. 

 

The Guide has been implemented by several communities around the country. Some implementation 

examples include: 

 Fort Collins/Larimer County, Colorado is conducting a general resilience assessment, supported by 

the Department of Homeland Security (DHS). The assessment will produce prioritized 

recommendations to build resilience in the city and county, consistent with existing long-term plans. 

 The Boulder County Collaborative (Boulder County, Colorado) in 2016 developed a Resilient Design 

Performance Standard to aid in selecting projects that align policy and budget requirements while 

meeting the established goals for recovery from the 2013 floods. 

 The Delaware Department of Transportation is employing the Guide for assessments of two highway 

corridors subject to frequent flooding. The Guide and the companion NIST Economic Decision Guide 

for Buildings and Infrastructure Systems are being used to inform the assessments and to identify 

and evaluate alternatives to reduce the impacts of flooding. 

http://www.coscda.org/17ProgramManagersMeeting.asp
mailto:stephen.cauffman@nist.gov
https://www.nist.gov/el/resilience/community-resilience-planning-guide
https://www.nist.gov/el/resilience/community-resilience-planning-guide
https://www.nist.gov/topics/community-resilience/community-resilience-economic-decision-guide
https://www.nist.gov/topics/community-resilience/community-resilience-economic-decision-guide
http://www.naco.org/blog/community-resilience-planning-larimer-county-colo
https://www.nist.gov/news-events/news/2016/06/colorado-county-adopts-nist-community-resilience-guidelines
https://www.nist.gov/news-events/news/2016/06/colorado-county-adopts-nist-community-resilience-guidelines
http://nvlpubs.nist.gov/nistpubs/SpecialPublications/NIST.SP.1197.pdf
http://nvlpubs.nist.gov/nistpubs/SpecialPublications/NIST.SP.1197.pdf
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NIST continues to develop guidance and tools to support resilience planning and implementation in 

communities. Information about the NIST Community Resilience Program, as well as links to the Guide 

and other resources is available at: https://www.nist.gov/el/resilience. 

 

Help Us Build the Community Recovery Management 

Toolkit. 
Check out CPCB’s Community Recovery Management Toolkit! The toolkit provides a list of resources to 

help communities organize, plan, and manage post-disaster recovery. Let us know if you have a resource 

we could feature, or an idea to address a gap. We will be transitioning to a more searchable, robust 

website this year. 

Send ideas to CPCB-RSF@fema.dhs.gov or contact Elizabeth.Orrick@fema.dhs.gov if you have questions. 

 

 

DISASTER OPERATIONS UPDATE 
Hurricane Matthew, South Carolina DR- 4285 
CPCB Coordinator: Jim Corcoran FEMA Region 4 
 

Field Activity: CPCB RSF Successes in South Carolina 

On October 8, 2016, Hurricane Matthew made landfall near McClellanville, South Carolina, as a category 

1 hurricane with maximum sustained winds of 75 mph and gusts up to 88 mph. Rainfall totals associated 

with this storm ranged from 10 to 11 inches resulting in extensive flooding.   

 

The CPCB RSF regional coordinator was deployed to South Carolina on October 11, 2016 to assist the 

state’s focus on the hardest hit communities. Jim Corcoran, FEMA Region IV CPCB Coordinator assisted 

the state to develop a pilot program for building local capacity to recover with a focus on Marian County’ 

and the Town of Nichols, that could then be duplicated throughout Marian County and then throughout 

the state. Jim worked directly with the Town of Nichols to develop a step by step recovery process 

utilizing FEMA’s Community Recovery Planning Self-Help Guide and other tools in the Community 

Recovery Management Toolkit. Additional financial resources were identified, via a grant from the 

County Health Department, which enabled the Town to hire their own Local Disaster Recovery Manager 

by early March 2017.   

 

https://www.nist.gov/el/resilience
https://www.fema.gov/national-disaster-recovery-framework/community-recovery-management-toolkit
mailto:CPCB-RSF@fema.dhs.gov
mailto:Elizabeth.Orrick@fema.dhs.gov
mailto:James.Corcoran@fema.dhs.gov
https://www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/documents/6337
https://www.fema.gov/national-disaster-recovery-framework/community-recovery-management-toolkit
https://www.fema.gov/national-disaster-recovery-framework/community-recovery-management-toolkit
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Part of the CPCB RSF function is to identify partners to fill the gaps and needs of the impacted 

municipality. In addition to working with our 

federal partners we were able to utilize the 

services of Francis Marian University‘s Kelley 

Center for Enterprise and Innovation. The goal of 

that partnership was to utilize the University’s 

resources to identify internships, grant writers, 

development of economic studies, small 

business technical assistance and other support 

activities. Additionally, Carolina Coastal 

University has identified resources that could be 

available to the Town of Nichols and other 

communities. 

 

In addition to the academic partnerships, the State of South Carolina, with FEMA assistance, conducted 

a peer-to-peer resource seminar on March 16, 2017 with participants from previous disasters including 

representatives from Gays Mill, Wisconsin, Cordova, Alabama, and the State of Alabama presenting to 

assembled State and Federal agencies, Non-governmental organizations, and local communities. 

 

Jim Corcoran received a glowing formal thank you from Scott Brown of SC Emergency Management 

Division, “...[Jim] provided the leadership at the county and municipal level with a framework for long-

term recovery and then provided them tools, ideas and potential resources to aid them in this 

process. Most of all he provided them hope that the challenges in front of them were tough, but not 

insurmountable. Jim has become a trusted agent of the counties and municipalities he has assisted. His 

rapport, compassion and sincerity stand him apart from his peers.” 

 

Louisiana Severe Storms and Flooding August (DR-4277), March (DR-4263): 
CPCB Coordinator: Rick Martin, FEMA Region 6 

 

Field Activity: Louisiana Community Resilience Institute 

FEMA, in partnership with the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, Louisiana Sea 

Grant, and the LSU Coastal Sustainability Studio, completed the first of three sessions of the 

Louisiana Community Resilience Institute (also known as the Mayor’s Institute) on March 15-17, 

2017. This event brought together five mayors and one parish president from the Spring flood, 

4263DR, impacted communities including: Bogalusa, West Monroe, Monroe, Natchitoches, and 

Campti, along with nationally-renowned planning, urban design, hazard mitigation, development, 

and engineering professionals. The goal of the workshops are to offer mayors facing long-term 

recovery problems within their communities a better understanding of the role of planning, design 

and hazard mitigation to enhance resilience within their respective communities.  

 

During the workshop, the mayors talked about the value of having experts, including those in 

landscape architect, architect/designer, private sector developer, mitigation, and project managers, 

discuss the projects they were working on and how it could influence recovery. An example of this is 

when Natchitoches Parish President talked about how his main goal was to get the water out of his 

mailto:richard.martinjr@fema.dhs.gov
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parish as soon as possible, but after hearing the presentations he began to think about how he could 

incorporate detention and storage of water where it is as part of his mitigation strategy.    

 

The Mayor’s Institute was a great framework of planning and prioritizing and discussing the development 

and implementation of projects through small field teams or even one staff member that is dedicated 

to working with a jurisdiction before and/or after the institute. The two days within the institute were 

great for generating new, visionary ideas and this should be capitalized on through working with 

communities to refine and implement these ideas. Bottom line, it was locals assisting the locals. 

 

The next CRI is scheduled for June 21-23 to be held on or near the LSU Campus and will be designed to 

have the same small footprint with the focus on the August flooding, DR 4277.  The LA CPCB team is 

hopeful there will be a total of three meetings this year and a continuation of this type of setting in the 

future by the state. 

 

West Virginia Severe Storms, Flooding, Landslides, and Mudslides, DR-

4273:   
Federal Disaster Recovery Coordinator (FDRC): Kevin Snyder, FEMA Region 3 

 

Field Activity: West Virginia Legislature Establishes the WV State Resiliency Office  

The end of April marks ten months since the devastating flood event much of southern West Virginia 

experienced last summer. And while the impacted communities continue to see residents move into 

safer housing and businesses re-open, the work of recovery will continue for many, many months. Along 

the way progress will be marked by a variety of milestones and those should be celebrated. Recently the 

State achieved one of these milestones with the passage of WV House Bill 2935, which establishes the 

West Virginia State Resilience Office – one of the first of its kind in FEMA Region III, and the Flood 

Protection Planning Council. 

 

The concept of a State Resilience Office (SRO) was born during the post-disaster recovery coordination 

efforts of the State and its federal partners. Recognizing the achievements of Colorado and its Colorado 

Resilience and Recovery Office, and Pennsylvania’s Recovery Resources Team, the WV Department of 

Commerce spearheaded the creation of the SRO with critical support from the federal Recovery Support 

Functions and, most importantly, the WV State Legislature. Once it is fully established, the SRO will not 

only help coordinate post-disaster recovery efforts for the June flood event but also “provide a 

comprehensive and coordinated statewide resiliency and flood protection planning program to save 

lives, and develop community and economic resiliency plans including, but not limited to, reducing or 

mitigating flood damage while supporting economic growth and protecting the environment.” 

 

The SRO will be organized within the Development Office in the Department of Commerce as the 

recipient of disaster recovery and resiliency funds, excluding federal Stafford Act funds, and the 

coordinating agency of recovery and resiliency efforts, including matching funds for other disaster 

recovery programs. A State Resiliency Office Board will also be established to advise and guide the SRO. 

The Board will consist of representatives from the WV Department of Commerce, Division of Natural 

Resources, Department of Environmental Protection, State Conservation Agency, Department of Military 

Affairs and Public Safety, Department of Transportation, the Adjutant General of the West Virginia 

mailto:kevin.snyder@fema.dhs.gov
https://sites.google.com/a/state.co.us/coloradounited/
https://sites.google.com/a/state.co.us/coloradounited/
http://dced.pa.gov/housing-and-development/community-services/disaster-recovery/
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National Guard, and the Division of Homeland Security and Emergency Management within the 

Department of Military Affairs and Public Safety. 

 

Establishing the SRO is an exciting and important step for the State of West Virginia as it works to help 

flood impacted communities recover and ultimately make West Virginia a more resilient place to live 

and do business. 

 

 

CPCB Activity around the Regions  

 

Gotham Shield 2017 Exercise: Region 2 
Shannon McLachlan, CPCB Regional Coordinator, FEMA Region 2 

On the east coast, the disaster scenario that many emergency managers fear most is a terrorist attack 

involving an Improvised Nuclear Device (IND). Given the density of population, the complex array of 

authorities who’d be involved in response and recovery, and the widespread public fear and 

misperception regarding radiation, an IND attack could be devastating. In Gotham Shield 2017 FEMA 

staff in regions II, V, VII and HQ will test this most challenging of disaster scenarios as they participate 

in exercises focused on interagency and multi-state coordination during a simulated IND detonation. 

There are multiple components to the exercise, including response and recovery elements that will 

allow agencies to test their ESF-to-RSF coordination, and considerable engagement with DC policy 

specialists.   

 

The recovery tabletop, to take place May 9 and 10, will address six overarching objectives, each tied to 

a core capability: Operational Coordination, Planning, Health and Social Services, Housing, 

Infrastructure Systems, and Economic Recovery. The tabletop will exercise two periods: D+90 days and 

mailto:shannon.mclachlan@fema.dhs.gov
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D+365 days.  

 

Some of the issues that are expected to pose complex challenges are: widespread health impacts and 

their monitoring and treatment; diffuse environmental contamination; difficulty decontaminating all 

exposed areas and disposing of contaminated materials; economic downturn and cascading effects 

related to impacts to the financial services sector; establishing a clear public understanding regarding 

radiation levels, health and safety; stress and mental health issues; population movement and related 

social and economic disruption; and unclear lines of responsibility for different aspects of the recovery.   

 

The Community Planning and Capacity Building staff in Region II will position a community planner in 

each of four breakout sessions scheduled to take place on the second day of the recovery exercise. 

They will prompt participants to consider community planning and capacity concerns and the 

challenges faced by different jurisdictions, some of which would be directly impacted and others that 

would experience increased need for housing and services as displaced survivors resettle. A plenary 

session on Operational Coordination will provide an opportunity for state and New York City players to 

discuss recovery management.  

 

The exercise will allow federal recovery partners in Region II to meet with state and city counterparts to 

discuss procedures, tools and resources that would speed effective coordination, planning and 

recovery in future real world events.   

  

Recovery from Disaster: The Local Government Role: 

Region 5 

Kehla West, CPCB Regional Coordinator , FEMA Region 5 

The State of Michigan offered “Recovery From Disaster: The Local Government Role,” training course in 

March in Dimondale, MI to state, local and non-governmental officials and leaders to build their 

capability to better prepare and plan for 

recovery at the community scale.  

 

The class focused on pre-disaster recovery 

planning, leading and managing a recovery 

effort, stakeholder engagement, and 

assessing local capabilities. The course 

concluded with a case study on the tornado 

that struck Joplin, Missouri in 2011. This 

particular feature was very popular, as it 

allowed for robust group discussion and 

presentation of the lessons learned, best 

practices, and interesting aspects of that 

particular recovery effort. Missouri is, like 

Michigan, a Midwestern state, so there 

were some commonalities identified, but 
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much of the conversation revolved around the likely differences between the Joplin recovery and a 

similar event that might take place in Michigan. Having state government representatives participate in 

the class and instruction was invaluable, as they can provide immediate answers to the questions that 

arise from class discussions.  

 

The course was delivered by Michigan Training Officer Alex Abdun-Nabi and State of Michigan 

planners Henrik Hollaender, Raquel Hardy, and Mike Sobocinski, assisted by FEMA Region V Federal 

Disaster Recovery Coordinator Earl Zuelke and CPCB Regional Coordinator Kehla West. The students 

represented state, county, and local governments, as well as non-governmental organizations and the 

Michigan State University system.   

 

This class is identical in structure and content to FEMA’s Emergency Management Institute course E210 

delivered at the FEMA training facility in Emmitsburg, MD. The benefits of delivering the class at the 

state level are many – less travel for students and the opportunity to network amongst peers in the 

state. Additionally, while the content of the course remains the same, the conversation can be more 

closely tailored to the particular emergency management and recovery structure of that particular 

state, and the students will be likelier to face similar hazards and recovery scenarios. For those state 

recovery officials or state training officers who are interested in delivering this class, please contact 

FEMA Region V CPCB RSF Coordinator Kehla West at Kehla.west@fema.dhs.gov, or 

Dianne.walbrecker@fema.dhs.gov, or reach out to your region’s CPCB coordinator. 

 

A Job Well Done- EPA Awards Tim Gelston Bronze Medal: 

Region 8 

CPCB RSF Region 8 Coordinator Tim Gelston 

(right) was awarded the Environmental 

Protection Agency (EPA) Bronze Medal for 

Commendable Service from EPA’s Nat Miullo 

(Left). The Bronze medal for Commendable 

service is granted to an individual or group 

for significant service or achievements to 

support the Agency’s mission. He was 

awarded the medal for his superb work in 

Minot and Spirit Lake, North Dakota; New 

York City; and Colorado. In Spirit Lake, North 

Dakota Tim negotiated and drafted the 

FEMA/EPA Interagency Agreement which 

resulted in FEMA funding various capacity building activities at the reservation which EPA delivered. 

The capacity building activities included financial management training, project management training, 

and comprehensive planning training.  

 

mailto:Kehla.west@fema.dhs.gov
mailto:Dianne.walbrecker@fema.dhs.gov
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PARTNER ACTIVITIES/NEWS 
Colorado Resiliency Framework Receives APA Gold Award 

Matt Campbell, National CPCB Coordinator  
The State of Colorado’s Resiliency Framework was selected for the 2017 National Planning 

Achievement Gold Award for Environmental 

Planning by the American Planning 

Association. This is an important milestone for the 

fields of disaster recovery and resiliency, as well as 

the implementation of the National Disaster 

Recovery Framework. The development of the 

state’s framework after the 2013 flooding (FEMA 

DR 4145) was supported by the federal interagency, 

with significant engagement and planning support 

by the CPCB RSF and partners.    

 

The CPCB RSF team helped the state to organize six working groups and facilitate its planning process. 

The FDRC, RSFs and CPCB worked helped the state to engage a range of interagency partners in that 

planning process.  You can view the award here, and the framework and other state resources at the 

Colorado Recovery and Resiliency Office’s site. 

 

I’d like to thank several CPCB partners that had substantial participation, including EPA, USDA Rural 

Development, USGS, HUD, DOE’s National Renewable Energy Lab, EDA, DOT, USACE and NOAA.  I 

would also like to acknowledge the leadership efforts of Federal Disaster Recovery Coordinator Dan 

Alexander, Region 8 CPCB Coordinator Tim Gelston, and Senior R8 CPCB Planner, Thom Rounds. 

 

Rainelle, WV hosts Local Foods, Local Places with the 

USEPA 

Jon Hain, CPCB team, West Virginia 

On April 6 and 7 Interagency Recovery Coordination staff from the West Virginia Recovery Office 

participated in a “Local Foods, Local Places” workshop in Rainelle, WV. Rainelle was chosen by EPA 

from more than 300 applicants nationwide as one of 27 awardees. The two-day event was originally 

scheduled for late June of last year, but was postponed due to the June 23 flood that devastated 

downtown Rainelle, along with numerous other West Virginia communities. 

Local Foods, Local Places is a multi-agency federal initiative led by the U.S. Environmental Protection 

Agency (EPA) providing direct technical support to build strong local food systems as part of individual 

communities’ emerging economic action plans. Communities around the nation chosen for the 

program are able to tap into expertise in the fields of agriculture, transportation, public health, the 

environment and the economy in order to develop an individualized plan.  

https://www.planning.org/awards/2017/achievement/
https://sites.google.com/a/state.co.us/coloradounited/
https://sites.google.com/a/state.co.us/coloradounited/
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Along with EPA, the U.S. Housing and Urban Development Agency, the U.S. Economic Development 

Agency, FEMA, the WV Department of Agriculture, and other state and local partners toured the town 

and met with local entrepreneurs, including one West Virginian entrepreneur who just purchased the 

“Greenbrier Dairy” name for his dairy operation which will make and sell locally produced milk and 

artisan cheeses to restaurants in markets and restaurants as far as the east coast. His operation will be 

run out of a former factory, another benefit for the town. The tour and the meetings culminated with 

participation in visioning sessions, open community discussion, a working session with presentations 

on specific case studies, and small group exercises to help determine how goals can be achieved. The 

information collected will be used to 

develop an action plan for Rainelle to 

implement as it seeks to invigorate its 

economy through connections with the 

local food production system.  CPCB RSF 

partners with programs like EPA’s Local 

Foods, Local Places may not think of 

themselves as aiding local governments to 

plan and implement recovery solutions.  

However, as this case illustrates, creative 

application of community and economic 

development and planning assistance 

resources can be very beneficial in disaster 

recovery. 

Community Development Block Grant Disaster Recovery 

(CDBG-DR) April Reports Now Posted  
 

The following CDBG-DR Monthly Performance Reports are now posted on the HUD Exchange at the 

links below. You may also access them from the Disaster Recovery Reports page. 

 

CDBG Disaster Recovery Monthly Reports as of 4/1/2017 

 CDBG-DR Grants Financial Report 

 2008 Grants Targeted for Closeout 

 CDBG-DR Affordable Rental Housing Expenditures 

 Disaster Recovery Enhancement Fund Expenditures 

To hear more information like this subscribe to HUD EXCHANGE.  

Introducing the NISC Mission-Focused Job Aids Webinar 

Series 

http://hudexchange.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=87d7c8afc03ba69ee70d865b9&id=8099505dcf&e=af084a6e26
http://hudexchange.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=87d7c8afc03ba69ee70d865b9&id=7a3433003b&e=af084a6e26
http://hudexchange.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=87d7c8afc03ba69ee70d865b9&id=6e51134241&e=af084a6e26
http://hudexchange.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=87d7c8afc03ba69ee70d865b9&id=ecdfa75683&e=af084a6e26
http://hudexchange.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=87d7c8afc03ba69ee70d865b9&id=fe0f88775d&e=af084a6e26
http://hudexchange.us5.list-manage.com/profile?u=87d7c8afc03ba69ee70d865b9&id=f32b935a5f&e=af084a6e26
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Over the next 12-18 months, the National 

Information Sharing Consortium (NISC) and key 

partner organizations will co-host a series of 

webinars on job aids used by the emergency 

management, first responder, and health 

preparedness communities to facilitate 

information sharing and situational awareness. 

 

Webinars will feature practitioners and subject 

matter experts and will include topics such as: 

 Information sharing tools and exercises, (e.g., 

the January 23 New Orleans Flood Experiment and the upcoming CAUSE V) 

 Best practices for implementing elements of the Interoperability Continuum 

 Situational awareness for the private sector using Virtual Business Emergency Operations Centers 

(VBEOCs) 

For more information on the series and for a detailed list of topics, go to the NISC Webinar Series page.   

The first webinar of the series happened on April 26, 2017 at 1 pm ET and featured information sharing 

tools used during the January 23 New Orleans Flood Experiment. More information about future 

webinars will be coming soon, so stay tuned!  

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact the NISC at info@nisconsortium.org.  

 

Community Development Block Grant Program for Indian 

Tribes and Alaska Native Villages, Department of Housing 

and Urban Development 
 

Details at https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=292331 

 

Applications close May 18, 2017. 

 

The Indian Community Development Block Grant program provides eligible grantees with direct grants 

for use in developing viable Indian and Alaska Native Communities, including decent housing, a 

suitable living environment, and economic opportunities, primarily for low and moderate income 

persons. Eligible applicants for assistance include any Indian tribe, band, group, or nation (including 

Alaska Indians, Aleut, and Eskimos) or Alaska Native village which has established a relationship to the 

Federal government as defined in the program regulations. In certain instances, tribal organizations 

may be eligible to apply. The Indian Community Development Block Grant program can provide 

funding for recipients in the following categories: Housing, Community Facilities, and Economic 

http://www.nisconsortium.org/nisc-activities/niscwebinars/
http://vusa.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapJournal/index.html?appid=a3d4c376cb944305a917eec17699a91d
mailto:info@nisconsortium.org
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=292331
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Development. 

To hear more information like this, subscribe to the EPA’s Environmental Justice listserv 

UPCOMING EVENTS/TRAINING  
IEDC Webinar Series 

IEDC is offering a free webinar series running through September on a major subject in economic development. 

The webinar provides practical information on key topics in disaster preparedness, recovery and economic 

resiliency for economic development organizations, chambers of commerce, and community stakeholders. These 

webinars aim to help communities withstand the impacts of disaster events and economic downturns. This event 

is open for anyone who is interested, but Economic developers working in small communities and those impacted 

by the downturn in the coal industry are especially encouraged to register. 

 

Click here to register. *Note: If you don’t have an account it will ask you to create a free account.   

 

American Planning Association (APA) National Planning Conference 
On May 6-7, 2017 the APA Planning Conference will be held in New York City. This conference provides the 

opportunity to collaborate with other planners and look at new plans, proposals, and projects in five boroughs and 

three states. This stimulating conference will allow you to join the conversation about new trends, challenges and 

solutions that are shaping planning and forge relationships with those passionate in the field.  

 

 For more information and instructions on how to register visit APA’s website.   

 

51st Annual Conference and Exhibition- National Association of Regional 

Councils (NARC) 

On June 4-7, 2017 the National Association of Regional Councils (NARC) and the host, the California Councils of 

Governments (CALCOG) will be hold the NARC’s 51st annual conference in Monterey, California. This conference 

provides opportunity for more discussion on regional and local issues, as well as networking. Attendees will have 

the opportunity to interact with federal and regional policymakers, participate in educational sessions, and take 

home tools to address local challenges. 

 

Click here to view the draft agenda 

 

For more information and instruction on how to register click here.  

  

E0209 State Recovery Planning Coordination  

On June 19-22, 2017 E0209 will be held at the Emergency Management Institute. The target audience for this event 

is state leadership and staff who have a role in recovery planning and operations, as well as other state agency and 

non-governmental partners who support state recovery planning and operations. The course will cover a variety of 

information including: the pre-disaster recovery planning process, critical stakeholders and partners in recovery 

planning, considerations for selecting a state Disaster Recovery Coordinator and a State RSF structure, and will 

allow participants to develop or refine a state recovery plan.  

https://lists.epa.gov/read/all_forums/subscribe?name=epa-ej
http://www.iedconline.org/web-pages/conferences-events/2017-disaster-preparedness-recovery-series/
https://www.planning.org/conference/
http://narc.org/wp-content/uploads/2017-AC_External-Agenda_04-17-2017.pdf
http://narc.org/about-narc/conferences/annual-conference-and-exhibition/2017ac/
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A recommended prerequisite for the course is IS-2900, National Recovery Framework NDRF Overview.  

Follow the steps below to Apply for E209:  

Complete a FEMA Form 119-25-1, General Admissions Application, with student signature and signature of 

supervisor or sponsoring agency official who will send it to the State Training Officer (STO) located at your state’s 

emergency management agency (form is found at http://training.fema.gov/Apply/). Submit the application as soon 

as possible, ideally no later than 6 weeks prior to the start of the course. The STO will mail, scan, or fax the 

application to: 

NETC Admissions Office (Room I-216) 

National Emergency Training Center  

16825 South Seton Avenue 

Emmitsburg, MD  21727-8998 

Phone: (301) 447-1035    Fax: (301) 447-1658 

Email: netcadmissions@fema.dhs.gov 

Scan the QR Code, or click the link to get information on how to apply for EMI courses:  

 

 http://training.fema.gov/Apply/ 

 

For any questions, please contact the course manager Dianne Walbrecker at Dianne.walbrecker@fema.dhs.gov. 

 

AWRA Summer Specialty Conference on Climate Change Solutions 

On June 25-28, 2017 in the 2017 Summer Specialty Conference on Climate Change Solutions: Collaborative 

Science, Policy and Planning for Sustainable development will take place in Tysons, Virginia. The conference will 

provide a unique opportunity for water resources professionals working in research, management, policy and 

education to gather, discuss and collaborate as they shape the future of sustainable water management with 

climate change in mind. 

 

Click here to learn more information about the conference and click here to get instruction on registration.  

 

Click here to learn more information and click here to get registration information. 

 

Natural Hazards Research and Applications Workshop 

On July 9-12, 2017 the 42nd Annual Natural Hazards Research and Applications Workshop will take place in 

Broomfield, Colorado. The theme of the conference is “Knowledge to Action: Reducing Hazards Losses and 

Promoting Disaster Resilience. The 2017 Natural Hazards Workshop will address this paradox with sessions that 

promote an exchange of ideas about how we can move knowledge into action, including in households, in 

businesses, in the classroom, in communities, and everywhere policy is made and implemented. 

 

Click here for more information and instruction on how to register.  

 

Click here to view the schedule.  

 

Delivering Outcomes for Communities Training  

https://training.fema.gov/is/searchis.aspx?search=2900
http://training.fema.gov/Apply/
mailto:netcadmissions@fema.dhs.gov
http://training.fema.gov/Apply/
mailto:Dianne.walbrecker@fema.dhs.gov
http://www.awra.org/meetings/Tysons2017/index.html
http://www.awra.org/meetings/Tysons2017/registration.html
https://hazards.colorado.edu/workshop/2017
https://hazards.colorado.edu/workshop/2017/schedule
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On July 10-12, 2017 the Delivering Outcomes with Communities Training will occur in Washington DC. This three 

day training provides invaluable face-to-face contact with a diverse group of leaders and practitioners of 

community-based work. The target audience for this training is federal staff and managers. This training has been 

highly praised for its relevance to real-world application and its effective case study workshops. Tuition is: $1,200 

a person.  

 

Click here to find out more information or contact Alex Schroeder (aschroeder@ourpublicservice.org) if you have 

any questions. 

 

We highly encourage CPCB partners to sign up for the Community Solutions listserv to gain more information 

about valuable trainings and webinars such as this one.  

 
 

FEMA, as coordinating agency for the CPCB RSF, provides this bulletin to highlight the FEMA and CPCB RSF governmental and non-governmental 

partner activities and events so that the network of partners can operate in an environment of information sharing and collaboration.  Feedback is welcome 

at CPCB-RSF@fema.dhs.gov.  
 

 

FEMA does not endorse any non-government organizations, entities or services.  

 

CPCB RSF’s mission is to provide an environment of coordination, information exchange and collaboration to engage, inform, and educate all 

organizations that wish to support communities in development of leadership, planning, management and stakeholder involvement to build resilience and 

recovery capability. One of the ways that we accomplish this mission is through this Bulletin to illustrate the range of not only FEMA activities supporting 

CPCB RSF mission areas, but also the diversity of federal and non-federal entities that are working to support communities. If you have an activity that 

you think can contribute to the dialogue and awareness of needs and capabilities please email us at CPCB-RSF@fema.dhs.gov. FEMA reserves the ability 

to select content that helps to maintain a focus on the core CPCB RSF mission areas of enabling local planning and recovery capacity building.      

Subscribe/Unsubscribe | Subscribe to receive alerts during disasters in your state 

   

 

 

 

https://ourpublicservice.org/issues/leadership-development/delivering-outcomes-with-communities.php
mailto:aschroeder@ourpublicservice.org
https://communitysolutions.sites.usa.gov/join-our-listserv/
mailto:CPCB-RSF@fema.dhs.gov
mailto:CPCB-RSF@fema.dhs.gov
mailto:CPCB-RSF@fema.dhs.gov
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTYwOTIwLjY0MDA3MzAxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE2MDkyMC42NDAwNzMwMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MzQ5MTU1JmVtYWlsaWQ9bWF0dC5jYW1wYmVsbEBmZW1hLmRocy5nb3YmdXNlcmlkPW1hdHQuY2FtcGJlbGxAZmVtYS5kaHMuZ292JmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&145&&&https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDHSFEMA/subscriber/new?topic_id=USDHSFEMA_153

