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SUMMARY 

• Climate-driven Flood preparedness and mitigation are a hot topic nationwide as grant 
funding is awarded, flood insurance changes are taking affect, and many areas across the 
nation and the region cope with disaster recovery.  

NATIONAL NEWS 
 
Flash flooding turns deadly in Alabama as heavy rain inundates Southeast; Dangerous 
weather in south-central U.S  

AccuWeather reports repeated rounds of thunderstorms, combined with moisture off the Southeast 
coast have led to days of flooding problems in the Southeast. The Weather Channel reports at least 
four people are dead from flash floods in Alabama and more than 80 people were rescued from 
flooded homes near Birmingham. The Associated Press reports flash flooding also impacted other 
states to include Georgia and flash flood warnings are in effect through Friday from Florida to the 
western Carolinas. Forecasters are warning that dangerous and severe weather is on tap this weekend 
for central portions of the U.S. as a potent storm moves in from the West. AccuWeather says 
unseasonal heat combined with the incoming storm will make the region susceptible to explosive 
storm activity. The area with the greatest risk of severe weather includes portions of northeastern 
Texas, eastern Oklahoma, southeastern Kansas and western Arkansas starting Sunday. Multiple 
major metropolitan areas are within the area of greatest concern and flooding downpours, damaging 
wind gusts, hail and even isolated tornadoes are possible.  

Accuweather - Oct 8, 2021 - Ryan Adamson - Reach: 225461321   
Temporary housing funded by FEMA available for Hurricane Ida victims  

In Louisiana, WBRZ News 2 (LA) reports FEMA is funding a temporary trailer program for those 
who still don’t have a roof over the head after Hurricane Ida. The article says since the program was 
announced Monday, the state has received more than 4,100 requests for trailers, which is more than 
what is currently available. State Rep. Tanner Magee says the state has 620 trailers and is acquiring 
more each day. Magee went on to say the program is being managed by the state but is in conjunction 
with the FEMA trailer program and the plan is to serve areas with the most need first.  

WBRZ-TV - Oct 7, 2021 - Falon Brown - Reach: 983537  

Governor: FEMA teams helped Vegas-area get-the vaccine push  

Nevada Gov. Steve Sisolak says COVID cases are on the decrease and vaccine rates are on the rise 
after FEMA “surge teams” were sent to the Las Vegas area in mid-July to help combat rising cases 
in the city due to the Delta variant. The Associated Press reports Sisolak said Thursday the two 
month effort by the FEMA-led ‘Get the Vaccine’ program targeted neighborhoods with low 
inoculation rates and high rates of infection. FEMA Incident Commander Sharon Luce said the 
efforts led to 22% more vaccine doses administered to residents in one targeted Zip code area in 
North Las Vegas. About 450 people including FEMA workers, local residents, health officials and 
AmeriCorps and Peace Corps volunteers held 260 events in the region. KVVU News 5 (NV) reports 
earlier in 2021, FEMA also assisted Nevada's COVID-19 response by setting up vaccination clinics, 
including mobile clinics in rural parts of Nevada. 

Associated Press - Oct 7, 2021 - Reach: 22040197  

 
Texas Gov. Abbott formally appeals FEMA’s denial of state emergency declaration over migrant 
influx  

Texas Gov. Greg Abbott sent an appeal letter Thursday to President Biden after FEMA denied an 
emergency disaster declaration stemming from an influx of migrants on the state’s border with Mexico. 
KXAN-TV (TX) reports Abbott says that DHS’s strategy to address the migrant crisis has not alleviated 
the need for federal assistance and that “first responders are fatigued, and resources are thin.” The Daily 
Wire reports Abbott went on to say that supplementary federal assistance is necessary to lessen the 
threat of disaster; save lives; and protect property, public health, and safety.” Abbott urged FEMA “to 
reconsider this decision and provide the crucial support the State of Texas needs to secure the border 
and keep our communities safe.” 

KXAN-TV - Oct 7, 2021 - Fernie Ortiz - Reach: 2085691  
 

REGIONAL NEWS 

• NSTR 

FEDERAL REGISTER 

• Federal Register :: National Advisory Council; Meeting 
• Federal Register :: Meetings To Implement Pandemic Response Voluntary Agreement 

Under Section 708 of the Defense Production Act 

CONGRESSIONAL AFFAIRS 

Senate: In Session  

House: In Session 

(Click on links for status/updates) 

Hearings/Briefings/Other Events:  
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